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OCS Class 50 Motto: ñTogether Everyone Achieves More.ò 

During the June 4-6 drill weekend 

OCS Class 50 conducted an air 

movement to Camp Navajo as a part 

of their STX lanes. 

 

Prior to the air movement, Class 50 

conducted numerous rehearsals and 

drills to ensure a successful mission. 

 

After securing the landing zone, 

Class 50 went on to conduct their 

first STX lane led by Officer 

Candidate Bartels. 

 

-OC Hafner 

 

 

 
Class 50 is briefed prior to entering the 

helicopter. 

 

 

 

I Hear the Choppers Hovering 

 
Class 50 poses for a picture prior to takeoff.  

Chalk 1 en route to Camp Navajo.  

 
OC Bolerjack after securing the landing 

zone. 
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OC Douglas (left) standing tall. 

 

 
OC Douglas (right) reviews the PT book. 

Name: Adam Douglas 

 

Age:  35 

 

Why did you join OCS?   I joined OCS to learn how to be a successful 

leader and strengthen my communication skills. 

 

Your goals after the completion of OCS? I plan to return to my unit and 

use the knowledge and skills that I learned in OCS to be a highly 

motivated and successful Platoon Leader.  

 

What are character traits that make a good leader? Integrity and 

Decisiveness. 

 

What is your favorite quote?        "There is only one tactical principle 

which is not subject to change. It is to use the means at hand to inflict 

the maximum amount of wound, death, and destruction on the enemy in 

the minimum amount of time." - General George S. Patton, Jr. 

 

Favorite Actor? ï Val Kilmer as Lt. Tom 'Iceman' Kazanski. 

 

Who is a military leader/historical figure that you look up to and why? 

General Omar Bradley.  General Bradley commanded one of the largest 

forces ever during World War II.  He was appointed as the field 

commander of American Soldiers during D-Day and was responsible for 

leading the successful attack against the Germans.  General Bradley was 

also instrumental to the OCS program and is credited with establishing 

the foundation of training still used in OCS today.  General Bradley was 

the fifth  and last man, to ever hold the rank of General of the Army.  

 

OC Douglas Personal Profile 
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OC Hafner (bottom right) mentally prepares  

for the PT test. 

 
OC Hafner after our 3

rd
 STX lane of the day. 

Name: Justin C. Hafner 

Age: 26 

Why did you join OCS?  1. My generation lacks good, strong leaders, 

whether its fatherless homes, poor role models in politics and sports, I 

hope to help fill that void. 2. I enjoy leading and taking care of my 

Soldiers. 

Your goals after the completion of OCS?  After the completion of OCS 

I plan to go back to my unit and positively influence the lives of my 

Soldiers.  My number one priority will be taking care of Soldiers.  

What are character traits that make a good leader?  I have two 

character traits that I believe to be vital for a successful leader, courage 

and integrity.     

What is your favorite quote? ñCourage is rightly esteemed the first of 

human qualities... because it is the quality which guarantees all others.ò 

ï Winston Churchill.   

Who is a military leader/historical figure that you look up to and why?  

This one is tough to narrow it down; but politically, Winston Churchill 

and Ronald Reagan.   Both men were strong, charismatic leaders who 

strongly believed in fighting for freedom and democratic principles.  My 

top military leader would have to go to General Douglas Macarthur, 

mainly because he wanted to bomb the Chinese and got fired for it! 

Favorite past times? Iôm a jock, anything sports related and Iôll be 

there. 

Favorite College Football team? University of Arizona. 

 

 

 

 
 

OC Hafner Personal Profile 
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OC Bartels takes a breather for an 

evening meal. 

 

 
OC Bartels prepares the June CUB 

for MAJ Ross. 

 
OC Spaulding, left, and OC Bartels,  

r ight, prepare for a STX lane. 

 
OC Spaulding, left, and OC Pope, 

r ight, prepare to board the chopper. 

 

 
 

 

 

Class 50 is one step 

closer to Phase III and 

completing the highly 

rigorous and challenging 

Arizona OCS program. 

This month I had the 

privilege of being the 

Platoon Leader.   

 

We started the month off 

by volunteering for the 

National Guard 

Association Conference 

on May 20-21.  With 

nearly two months of 

planning, Class 50 

showed up and 

performed their duties 

and participated in the 

event.  Our duties and the 

conference included 

meeting and greeting 

officers at the registration 

tables, setting up tables, 

and clean-up.  It was a 

great opportunity for us 

to interact with Officers 

and meet with National 

Guard leaders.  

 

The June drill started out 

with a record APFT in 

103 degree heat.  Despite 

the heat, Class 50 still 

managed to put their 

physical abilities to the 

test and achieve an 

average class pt score of 

252.  Platoon Sergeant 

OC Bolerjack stated, 

ñPreparation and 

Platoon Leader Blog 

 

determination is what 

helped us overcome the 

heat.ò 

 

To get out of the heat, 

training was planned at 

Camp Navajo and thanks 

to C Co 5-159 AMB we 

got to experience a 

Blackhawk ride to our 

destination.  For some of 

us, it was our first time 

performing an air 

insertion.   

 

While at Camp Navajo, 

we performed several 

mission scenarios and 

practiced our 8 troop 

leading procedures.  

Although we are not 

perfect at tactics yet, we 

are showing progression 

and the ability to learn 

from our mistakes.  The 

cadre pulled the oldest 

trick in the book at us; 

yes, we fell for it.  ñAll I 

heard was contact right; 

then out of nowhere 

came the rest of the cadre 

from our left,ò said OC 

Douglas.  Situational 

awareness and pulling 

360 degree security were 

the primary lessons 

learned during drill 

weekend.  Training 

mistakes should be made 

on the training field so 

they are not repeated on the 

battle field.  The cadre is 

not only preparing us to 

pass the program but 

preparing us for real life 

situations.  

One of the most fulfilling 

accomplishments in the 

program so far came 

Sunday afternoon; we 

earned our Senior Status 

and white ascots.  This 

could not have come at a 

better time.  While we are 

preparing for FEDREC 

boards on June 24-25, we 

will be boarding with a little 

extra confidence. 

 

Iôm very proud of where the 

program has taken us and I 

look forward to more 

training at Phase III.  Keep 

up the good work Class 50. 

 

-OC Bartels 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



5 

 

 
Present Assignment: AZ ARNG Chief of Staff 

 

Total Years of Service: 22 

 

COL Alberto Gonzalez is an Arizona native and is married with three 

children.  He was commissioned in 1987 and branched Infantry.  COL 

Gonzalez has completed numerous schools throughout his career to 

include U.S. Airborne school, Infantry Officer Basic Course, U.S. Army 

Ranger School, Command and General Staff College, and the Infantry 

Brigade and Battalion Command Course to only name a few.  He was 

deployed to Kosovo as part of Task Force Falcon in 1999 and to 

Afghanistan in 2007 as part of Task Force Diamondback where he 

commanded the 1/158
th
 Infantry Regiment.  COL Gonzalez is passionate 

about the Soldiers he served with in the 1/158
th
 , known as the 

ñBushmastersò, where his Grandfather also served from 1919-1921. 

 

What is your  educational background? 

I attended the University of Arizona where I completed the ROTC 

program and received my Bachelor of Science Degree in Public 

Administration / Criminal Justice.  I have a Master of Arts degree in Public 

Administration from Webster University and also a Master of Arts in 

Strategic Studies from the U.S. Army War College. 

 

What is your most memorable military accomplishment? 

Standing up the 158
th
 Infantry Regiment in Arizona and serving as the 

Battalion Commander during our deployment to Afghanistan.  We had a 

great mission and were very successful in executing it.  One part of the 

mission was to provide SECFOR for the Provincial Reconstruction Teams 

that supported the reconstruction efforts in Afghanistan.  As TF 

Diamondback Commander,  I was responsible for security within 

Laghman Province.  We trained and conducted counterinsurgency 

operations with elements from both the Afghan National Army and 

Afghan National Police.  Regardless of where my military career takes me, 

I will always consider this to be my greatest accompishment during my 

time in the Army. 

 

What is your favorite quote? 

ñCombat Infantry carry the most, eat the worst, die the fastest, sleep the 

least, and have the most to fear.  But theyôre the real soldiers, the only ones 

conducting what can be considered ñWarò in the most classic sense, and 

everyone knows it.ò ï Sebastian Junger 

 

What advice can you give to future officers? 

Be quiet, learn and look to your NCOôs.  Learn what to do by watching 

other leaders in your unit.  Take the good charecteristics from other leaders 

and form your own leadership style.  Be emotionally, physically, and 

mentally prepared to lead Soldier under fire regardless of your branch. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COL Alberto Gonzalez  
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For the past few drills OCS Class 50 has been training by running situational 

training exercise (STX) lanes.  This has been an excellent way for us to 

prepare for our phase III requirements at Fort Mead, South Dakota.  The 

training has helped us to improve our troop leading procedures (TLPôs) by 

presenting operation orders (OPORD) to our teams and completing the 

missions.   

 

At our most recent drill I was given the opportunity to run a STX lane at 

night.  This was an exciting new challenge for our class, as we had to take 

what we learned from previous training and adapt it to the new situation.  

The most obvious difference was the limited moonlight, making our 

movement very slow going.  Traveling from the line of departure to our 

objective proved to be so time-consuming that OC Hafner commented, ñAt 

this rate itôll be morning before we return.ò  

 

Another difference was being able to maintain noise discipline.  While we 

were in a three-sixty degree security position prepared to defend the high 

ground we occupied it seemed that every movement echoed into the night air.  

One candidate (it was too dark to identify who) was making what he thought 

to be subtle adjustments, but in the dark woods it sounded more like he was 

having a small seizure.  Kidding aside, the lane turned out to be successful as 

we were able to defend our position and keep it from falling into enemy 

hands.  

 

I thought that the night STX lane was one of the more exciting ones and look 

forward to having more like them.  This experience was great training that 

added to an already awesome drill.   

 

-OC Aguilar 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
OC Aguilar receives his mission from 

CPT Rios. 

 
OC Bautista briefs his mission on a stand 

table. 

 
OC Andersen takes notes for a mission. 
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From left to right, OC Bolerjack, OC Anderson, OC Kim, 

OC Aguilar and OC Douglas. 

 

 

 
OC Pope on the chopper ride. 

 

 
Class 50 stretches prior to the APFT 2 mile run.  Class 50 

led the way in PT for the junior class, Class 51. 

 
SFC Millage wonders about the pink bathroom set found in 

OCS Cl�D�V�V�������¶�V���E�D�U�U�D�F�N�V��  The source was discovered and it 

was not an Officer Candidate! 

 

 
OC Schmidt at his finest. 

 

 
OC Bartels on patrol. 


