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News Release
Yuma Border Patrol agents, National Guard rescue 10 in two days
YUMA, Ariz. — U.S. Customs and Border Protection Border Patrol agents assigned to the Yuma Sector, assisted by National Guard ground and air personnel supporting Operation Jump Start, rescued 10 individuals Saturday and Sunday.
A National Guardsman assigned to the Ajo, Ariz., Border Patrol Station received an anonymous phone call from a motorist about 9:20 a.m. Sunday advising that several individuals were walking west along Interstate 8 near milepost 95. The motorist stopped to ask the group if they were alright and members said several individuals fell behind and were left south of the interstate.
The Guardsman contacted the Wellton, Ariz., Border Patrol Station, which dispatched Border Patrol agents to the area to search for the individuals. Agents located footprints of several individuals, and Border Patrol Search, Trauma and Rescue personnel were dispatched along with an aircraft assigned to CBP Air and Marine Operations’ Yuma Branch.
By 1:30 p.m. ground agents from Wellton and a National Guard aircraft assigned to Operation Jump Start’s Task Force Raven joined the search. 
Five individuals were located after agents spotted a signal fire about 12 miles south of the interstate. Members of the group told agents that several other people had been left behind Saturday. Agents contacted Border Patrol personnel working at Desert Camp Grip, Yuma Sector’s forward operating location about 75 miles southeast of Yuma. Camp Grip personnel advised that three individuals matching descriptions provided by the group were rescued Saturday at a rescue beacon near Ajo. Another individual was located by agents at 3 p.m. on Interstate 8 near milepost 90. An interview with the individual revealed another person was left behind and that the individual was in distress. Agents located the individual 20 minutes later
Further interviews with the group revealed they were Mexican Nationals illegally in the U.S. They said they entered illegally May 10 and discarded their personal possessions after running out of water. Though dehydrated, none of the individuals were injured. They were transported to the Wellton Station for processing, and the Mexican Consulate was notified.
U.S. Customs and Border Protection is the unified border agency within the Department of Homeland Security charged with the management, control and protection of our nation's borders at and between the official ports of entry. CBP is charged with keeping terrorists and terrorist weapons out of the country while enforcing hundreds of U.S. laws.
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