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150 Guardsmen and their families to be honored in Phoenix this weekend   
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE - UPDATED

(PHOENIX – June 2, 2006)      Soldiers from the Arizona Army National Guard’s 860th Military Police Company will be honored for their service to our nation in a “Freedom Salute” Ceremony to be held Saturday June 3rd at 1:00 p.m. at the 52nd Street Armory, 1335 N. 52nd Street, Phoenix, AZ 85008.


Soldiers from the 860th Military Police Company served in Iraq from March 2005 to February 2006.  While deployed, unit members served at various locations throughout Iraq conducting convoy escorts and Main Supply Route patrols.  The 860th supported the Iraqi Police through policing operations for three police districts in Western Bagdad.


The 860th performed over 2,500 combat missions and were involved with multiple engagements with the enemy.  The unit was awarded 10 Bronze Star Medals, 17 Army Commendation Medals with Valor, 156 Army Commendation Medals, 136 Combat Action Badges, 36 Purple Heart Medals, and 30 wounded in action. 


Immediately preceding the Freedom Salute Ceremony Major General Rataczak will  present the Army Commendation Medal with Valor to Sergeant Lionel Gonzalez, Sergeant Tyler Thompson, Specialist Daniel Erickson, Specialist Richard Forbes-Watkins, and Private First Class James Williams for gallantry in combat action.

-MORE-

The Freedom Salute Campaign is one of the largest Army National Guard recognition endeavors in history.  It is designed to publicly acknowledge our Army National Guard Soldiers and those who have supported them during Operation Iraqi Freedom.  Each soldier will be presented with an American Flag encased in a wooden display case, a coin that features the Army National Guard Minuteman and a “Defender of Freedom” certificate.

    
The Arizona National Guard’s motto is “Always Ready…Always There.”    As of today, more than 3,000 Arizona Army National Guard and Air National Guard soldiers and airmen have answered the call and been ordered to federal active duty in support of Operation’s Noble Eagle, Enduring Freedom, and Iraqi Freedom since September 11, 2001.    

Unit members are from the following AZ hometowns:  Ajo, Anthem, Arizona City, Avondale, Bellemont, Buckeye, Casa Grande, Cave Creek, Chandler, Chino Valley, Coolidge, Cottonwood, Desert Hills, El Mirage, Flagstaff, Florence, Fountain Hills, Gilbert, Glendale, Golden Valley, Goodyear, Holbrook, Kingman, Litchfield Park, Mesa, Morristown, Nogales, Peoria, Phoenix, Pinon, Prescott, Queen Creek, Rio Rico, Safford, Scottsdale, Sedona, Sierra Vista, St. Johns, Surprise, Tacna, Taylor, Tempe, Thatcher, Tucson, Wellton, Whetson, Yuma.  There are also members from Des Moines, IA, Gallup, NM, Janesville WI, Las Vegas, NV, and Pullman, WA.       
